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The Pu-liug of the Years
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So the year dies, and 0
Into the afterglow
All the year's c_ ys go.

We count them, one by one,
Days niiad wth shade or sun,
Daysc! 0. sattasias begun,
De  scfachiavement,;
Days whon we, woalh and frail,
Felt ell our courage f1ail,
When wo, benumbed and pale,
Met our bereavement.

And far and far away
We find the yo  r's first day—
But wasitsad cor gay.

Can we remember?
Slowly they die, the days,
As dces some ruddy blaze—
Iind in a smohking haze

Or crumbling ember,

Joys—there were joysto sparey
Griefs there were griefs to bear,
Ah,and the joys all fair

Spent on the maorrows !
Joys were the cliniking gold
Dropping fro n out our hold—
We, litie to misers old,

Clung Lo our sorrows.

And this is straner still,

Sorrows that worhed us ill

Nor grow as sorrows will,
To things we cherish;

And out of all the year

We find that sih and tear

As blessings now appear
And cannot perish.

So do we count the days

Down all of time's lonf ways

And with dim peace we gaze
@n bond and fetter,

And hnow at lastthat all

Of the blind blows that fall

And the cups brimmed with gall
But mahe us better.

So dies the year, and so
Cently we come to know
How fair the afterglow.
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